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Global Gardens cultivates self-driven learners 
and agents of community change through 
garden-centered science and peace education.

In FY2025, we were pleased to offer our programs to more than 5,000 

students and community members. Our skilled educators used the garden 

to cultivate peace, curiosity, and learning engagement at 13 schools during 

the school year and 8 additional summer sites. “My kids look forward to this 

all year. They value how safe they feel to be themselves and explore,” said 

the parent of a returning summer camper.

We overcame some significant hurdles during our 18th year. In the face of 

the COVID-19 “funding cliff” and new public school requirements, we built 

stronger relationships with donors and district partners, enabling us to 

maintain all of our existing programs. And, with the help of Ascension St. 

John, we grew our alumni program and acquired a beautiful new mini-bus.    

This brief report captures the highlights of our accomplishments last 

year. Chief among these is our consistent impact on students and families, 

which would not be possible without the support of our friends, volunteers, 

donors, and partners. Your generosity has sustained our organization 

through good times and bad and positioned us for growth in the years 

ahead. We are deeply grateful to you all.

Best wishes, 

Dear Friends,
A LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Maryann Donahue

FY2025  |  Welcome
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MISSION STATEMENT



90% of students receive free/reduced lunch 
$207 cost per participant

FY2025  |  Impact Overview

Eugene Field Elementary 

Rosa Parks Elementary 

Unity Learning Academy

Greenwood Leadership Academy

Emerson Elementary

Hawthorne Elementary

Sequoyah Elementary

Mitchell Elementary

McClure Elementary

Celia Clinton Elementary

John Hope Franklin Elementary

Springdale Elementary

Kerr Elementary

Salk Elementary

Robertson Elementary

Cooper Elementary

Grissom Elementary

Kendall Whittier Elementary 

Eisenhower International School

Dolores Huerta Elementary

Zarrow International School

FY2025 SITES

PROGRAMS

FAMILY 
Free for families and community members. 
Participants meet weekly from February to 
November to garden, cook healthy meals, spend 
peaceful family time, and build community. 
Each family grows its own garden and works 
with others to cultivate shared spaces.

SUMMER 
Free, short-term programming for students 
across Tulsa. Through weeklong camps and 
summer school enrichment, participants explore 
the garden ecosystem, harvest and cook food, 
conduct experiments, and learn about community.

DURING SCHOOL 
Serves classes in grades preK-5 weekly through 
the school year. Each class cares for its own 
garden and has a seed-to-plate experience. 
Students work together on projects and 
experiments that align with OK science standards. 

AFTER SCHOOL 
Free for students in grades 3-5. Participants 
earn and cultivate their own gardens while 
also engaging in discussion, journaling, self-
reflection, cooking, creative activities, and 
community projects. After-school groups meet 
twice weekly from September through June.

GLOBAL GARDENS ALLIANCE 
Customized assistance for schools that want support 
with garden-based learning. Offerings include 
quarterly during-school programming, consultation, 
and teacher training on peace education, inquiry-
based learning, garden management, and more.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
Partnerships with local organizations and groups 
that engage people of all ages in short-term garden-
related activities, including events, field trips, alumni 
camps, and educational presentations.
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OUR IMPACT 
IN FY 2025:



In FY2025, 76% of after-school participants 
reported increased ability to “resolve conflicts 
without hurting others” and “get along with 
others who are different from me,” due to their 
involvement in the program.

In FY2025, 98% of classroom teachers at our 
partner schools agreed that Global Gardens’ 
during-school program had promoted their 
students’ cooperation, teamwork, and positive 
social interaction.

THE NUMBERSLearning 
Engagement
Through the process of scientific inquiry, students 
will become active learners.

Science is at the core of Global Gardens’ curriculum, which 
reinforces Oklahoma state science standards. But even more 
important than what our students learn, is how they learn.

Global Gardens’ programs engage students’ voices, hands, and 
minds in the real-world project of creating a garden together. 
From there, they use the garden as a space for student-
led inquiry. Students’ own questions and ideas drive the 
curriculum, sparking investigation and problem solving.

Putting students in the driver’s seat builds their confidence, 
curiosity and intrinsic motivation to learn. The design of our 
programs naturally guides students to become active learners.

I am a scientist because I wonder how 
things grow!”
““

Dayton, 2nd grade

Tasmia, 5th grade

“We did a group 
project in Global 

Gardens, and I had 
to work with people 

that I thought I didn’t 
want to work with. 

At the end, I realized 
they had helped me 
a lot and I couldn’t 

have done it alone.”

FY2025  |  Impact Goals

In FY2025, 100% of classroom teachers at our partner 
schools agreed that we had promoted their students’ 
curiosity and motivation to learn.

On the Common Instrument Suite - Student Survey, 
developed by the PEAR Institute, 84% of after-school 
participants reported gains in STEM engagement, 
compared to the national benchmark of 69%.

THE NUMBERS

Peace
Participants will build caring relationships with themselves, others, 
and the natural world.

Global Gardens is rooted in the discipline of peace education, which emphasizes the 
dignity of all people and all living things. Our students practice peaceful methods 
of collaboration and conflict resolution, as well as strategies for relieving stress and 
sharing their emotions.

As their ability to manage inner and interpersonal conflict grows, students begin 
to form more trusting relationships with themselves and others. And they learn to 
apply their nurturing skills to their gardens, classmates, and community.

This foundation of trust and empathy deepens learning and fosters greater social-
emotional well being. Students leave Global Gardens with a strong understanding of 
how to practice peace in their lives, inside and out.

IMPACT GOAL #2

IMPACT GOAL #1
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FY2025  |  Impact Goals

Students will recognize and develop their power 
to create positive change.

We know that our students’ ideas and actions are powerful. 
Our goal is to help them understand this, too.

Students begin by dreaming about the gardens they want to 
create. We guide them in setting goals for these gardens and 
taking the steps needed to achieve them. Through hard work 
and perseverance, they learn that they can make things grow.

The confidence that students develop in the garden carries 
over to other parts of their lives. We help them apply 
scientific thinking to social problems they see outside of the 
garden. And we give them space and support to test out new 
solutions. 

Through this process, we equip students with the 
understanding that what they believe, say, and do can make a 
positive difference in their world.

Empowerment

By growing and preparing their own food, 
participants will improve their nutritional health.

Many people believe that kids don’t like vegetables, but we 
have found that they do, especially when given the chance to 
grow and prepare their own. 

Nurturing a plant from seed requires attention, patience, and 
commitment. Our programs guide students every step of the 
way, from seed to plate. Students treasure the food in their 
gardens because they have built a caring relationship with it. 

At harvest time, students have a real sense of excitement for 
tasting and sharing the food they have grown. By giving them 
opportunities to experiment with recipes, we build their 
confidence and self-efficacy in the kitchen. 

By nurturing these attitudes and skills now, we are setting 
these students on the path to better nutritional health over 
a lifetime. Our family food farms increase our impact by 
bringing students’ families into the garden to grow and share 
organic produce.

Nutritional Health

In FY2025, 100% of classroom teachers at our partner 
schools agreed that Global Gardens’ during-school 
program had promoted their students’ positive 
attitudes toward fresh fruits and vegetables.

In FY2025, 100% of Family Food Farm participants 
reported that they are eating more fresh vegetables 
since joining the program.

THE NUMBERS

On the Common Instrument Suite - Student 
Survey, 67% of after-school participants 
reported gains in STEM identity, compared to 
a national benchmark of 42%. STEM identity is 
the belief that one can succeed in STEM.   

In FY2025, 100% of surveyed classroom 
teachers agreed that Global Gardens’ during-
school program had promoted their students’ 
willingness to try new things, and 97% 
reported that it had promoted students’ 
confidence and self-esteem. 

THE NUMBERS

I didn’t think I would like kale chips, 
but they’re better than potato chips!”

“

Sa’Riyah, 5th grade 

“ Being in Global Gardens makes 
me feel proud of myself.”
Aramonnie, 5th grade

FY2025  |  Impact Goals

07 08

IMPACT GOAL #3

IMPACT GOAL #4



Introducing the Veggie Van!

The Alumni Program
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In collaboration with Tulsa Public 
Schools, Global Gardens expanded its 
STEM-through-gardening program 
to more than a dozen elementary 
schools during the 2024-25 year. This 
partnership empowers students to 
engage in real-world science and grow 
as curious problem-solvers.

Thanks to Ascension St. John, 
Global Gardens acquired its own 
14-passenger mini-bus last spring. The 
bus, nicknamed the “Veggie Van,” is 
decorated with joyful art created by 
Global Gardeners from across the city. 
We challenge you NOT to smile when 
you see it out in the community! 

The Veggie Van has already helped 
us overcome participation barriers for 
dozens of summer campers and Global 
Gardens alumni. We also plan to use it 
for field trips and special events during 
the school year. We can’t wait to see all 
the places it will take us!

Love Your World
Last March, Global Gardeners 
representing our nine after-school groups 
came together to host Love Your World, 
a public event designed to showcase the 
things they appreciate about this planet 
of ours, and to spread the love to others. 
This student-led event truly encapsulated 
what makes Global Gardens special.

For months, students poured their hearts 
into researching different countries, 
cultures, and natural phenomena. On 
the day of the event, they shared their 
discoveries through food, crafts, games, 
and visual displays. It was incredible to 
see families and community members 
engage with each booth, and to witness 
the pride on students’ faces.

In June, Global Gardens piloted a new month-
long camp for graduates of our elementary 
programs. Sixteen middle schoolers from 
across Tulsa tended the gardens at Rosa Parks 
Elementary and harvested 80 pounds of fresh 
produce to give back to the community.

On June 25, GG alumni used our new Veggie Van 
to follow Gaining Ground’s book bus, delivering 
produce to families in north Tulsa neighborhoods. 
“I think we helped a lot of people,” reflected 6th 
grader Essie. The students’ joy in providing for 
their community makes us incredibly proud. As 
Garden Educator Crystal put it, “These are really 
some phenomenal human beings.”

FY2025  |  Highlights
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Scan here to read the 
article by News on 6



FY2025  |  Finances FY2025  |  Leadership

BOARD
Joy McDugle, Chair 
Hilti

Amy Gerald, Vice Chair 
University of Tulsa

Julia Leifeste, Treasurer 
Community Volunteer

Nancy Bizjack, Secretary 
Community Volunteer

Bailey Barnes 
Gable Gotwals

Alan BIngham 
Family & Children’s Services

Miya Boyken 
Community Volunteer

Princess Hajjar 
Citizen Energy

Mike Henneke 
Koch Engineered Solutions

Taylor Jarrell 
Trust Co. of Oklahoma

Lisa Lilly 
ONEOK

Josh Linton 
McIntosh Corporation

Denise Nassif 
ONEOK

Katrina Ormsby 
Community Volunteer

Melissa Pasha 
Gable Gotwals

Julie Stephenson Rotman 
Charles & Peggy Stephenson 
Family Foundation

Katie Silva 
Food for Climate League

Brad White 
Dassault Systèmes

Current Assets 892,327

Noncurrent Assets 189,140

Total Assets 1,081,467

Current Liabilities 14,915

Net Assets 1,066,552

Total Liabilities & Equity 1,081,467

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

VALUABLE 
VOLUNTEERS

242 volunteers

2,576 hours

$43,792 value

Maryann Donahue, Executive Director

Ashley Neal, Development Director

Jenni Yoder, Program Director

Laura Robinson, Program Director

Crystal Patrick, Community Outreach Director

Sara Robinson, Operations Director

STAFF LEADERSHIP

STAFF
Over the past 18 years, Global Gardens has created positive 
change with more than 15,000 people due to the hard work 
and expertise of ALL of our talented team members. Our 
success in FY2025 — and every year — reflects their passion, 
integrity, and commitment to our mission.

TOTAL INCOME 

1,205,221 
FY2025

Grants & Contributions: 704,342

In-Kind Contributions: 45,974

Fundraising & Special Events (net): 280,290

Program Income: 46,757

Tax Credits: 127,858

Other Income: 9,482

TOTAL EXPENSES 

1,066,552 
FY2025

Program Services: 791,671

Management & General: 127,474

Fundraising: 117,423

Net Income: 168,65311 12



COMMUNITY
PARTNERS
Tulsa Area United Way

Tulsa Regional STEM Alliance

The Opportunity Project

Union Public Schools

Tulsa Public Schools

Gaining Ground

Tulsa County Parks Department

Common Good

Gathering Place

Early Learning Works

National Charity League - Tulsa 
Midtown Chapter

Young Men’s Service League - 
Tulsa

Terry Prouty, the Wasp Whisperer

Tulsa Farmers’ Market

Women in Recovery

Youth Services of Tulsa

FY2025  |  Donors & Community Partners

Ascension St. John

Bonnie & Bob Darby

City of Tulsa

Ed Darby Foundation

George Kaiser Family 
Foundation

The Opportunity Project

QuikTrip

Charles & Lynn Schusterman 
Family Philanthropies

Charles & Peggy Stephenson 
Family Foundation

Tulsa Area United Way

The Anne & Henry Zarrow 
Foundation

MAJOR FY2025 DONORS  $25,000+

Grow Society

Sarah Abbott
Kate Austin
Andrea Bartlett
Mel Bean
Krista Bendaña
Mickie & Alan Bingham
Jess & Tom Biolchini
Nancy & Paul Bizjack
Sheryl Boone
Miya Boyken
Elizabeth Bumgarner
Laura & Francois 
Cardinal

Elizabeth Carson
Claudia & Ian Collins
Bonnie & Bob Darby
Sarah & Ryan Darby
Brad Davis
Taryn DeWitt
Connie Dooley
Jane Eakin
Fran Fleming
Karah Franklin
Amy Gerald
Nicole Hanson
Mike Henneke

Deborah & Jeff Hughes
Hannah Jackson
Christina Kelly
Jeanette Kern
Julia & David Leifeste
Kay Lovell
Joy & Jarrett McDugle
Jill & Steve Metcalf
Sarah & Matt Miller
Pam & Shelby Oakley
Tara O’Mahony
Katrina Ormsby
Melissa Pasha

Pat Piper
Cori & Jesse Powell
Ellen Ralph
Whitney & Andrew Ryan
Sarah-Anne Schumann
Victoria Slabaugh
Sarah Stewart
Debra & Mike Stockton
Stephanie Stump
Byrdie Thompson
Nancy Van Doren

These generous donors have made 3-year commitments of $1,000 or more to Global Gardens, 
allowing us to meet current needs and plan for the future.

Impact Donors  $5000 - $24,999
Atkinson Family Foundation
Mel Bean
Jess & Tom Biolchini
Nancy & Paul Bizjack
Bumgarner Family Charitable Foundation
Elizabeth Bumgarner
Cardinal Family Fund
Citizen Energy III
City of Tulsa
Concept Builders, Inc.
D&L Oil Tools
Darby Equipment Company
Sarah & Ryan Darby
Explorer Pipeline Foundation
The Faretheewell Foundation
Kelly & Cannen Ferrell
Genave K Rogers Foundation
The Hardesty Family Foundation
Helmerich & Payne
Julia & David Leifeste
Joy & Jarrett McDugle
McElroy Manufacturing
Sara & Jason McMahon
Mervin Bovaird Foundation
ONE Gas
ONEOK Inc
Ralph & Frances McGill Foundation
Jaya Richardson
Ruth Nelson Family Foundation
Sanford & Irene Burnstein Foundation
The Sharna & Irvin Frank Foundation
Sprouts Healthy Communities Foundation
Stuart Family Foundation
Tyler Thrasher
Triad Bank
University of Tulsa
Stephanie & Buck Wheaton
The Williams Companies

Nurture Donors  $1000 - $4999
AAON, Inc.
Sarah Abbott
American Waste Control
Craig Anderson
Kate Austin
Mandy Ballard
Molly Barker
Jennifer & Jeremy Belford
Krista Bendaña
Mickie & Alan Bingham
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Oklahoma
Sheryl Boone
Miya Boyken
Kate & Matthew Carrier
Elizabeth Carson
Annie Clark
Thomas J Clifford
Tulsa Garden Club
Claudia & Ian Collins
Bradley Davis
Taryn Brooke DeWitt
Susan Dittrich
Caitlin Dixon
Connie & Thomas Dooley
Endless Summer Garden Supply - Tulsa
Et Al
First Oklahoma Bank
Sara Bost Fisher Art
Fran Fleming
Karah & Quentin Franklin
John Gaberino Jr.
Amy Gerald
Juliet Golden

Gable Gotwals
Jeni Halliday
Nicole Hanson
Mike Ray Henneke
HF Sinclair
Deborah & Jeff Hughes
Hannah Jackson
Tamica Jackson
Mary & Carter Johnson
Sue & Bill Johnston
Chris Jones
Buddy Kleemeier
Katie Land
Leslie L Lawson
Jennifer & Joshua Linton
Mabrey Bank
Ashley & Galen Martens
Mia Mascarin
Edwin McCreary
Jill & Steve Metcalf
Sarah & Matt Miller
Leigh Ann Moss
Jane Mudgett
Debbie & Jim Murray
Denise & Jerome Nassif
Janet & Rick Nelson
Julie Nickel
Andrea Nielsen Bartlett
Tara O’Mahony
Pam & Shelby Oakley
Katrina Ormsby
Melissa Pasha
Kim & Pat Piper
Michael J Porro
Jennifer Potts
Beth & Toby Powell
Cori & Jesse Powell
Ellen Ralph
Diane & John Randolph
Reasor’s
Whitney & Andrew Ryan
Samson Energy
Sarah-Anne H Schumann
Tracy & Robert Shears
Victoria Slabaugh
Smith Family Foundation
Carol & Ed Smith
Chef Shannon Smith
Bob Stewart
Debra & Mike Stockton
Stephanie Stump
Maricarolyn & Brett Swab
Thirst Wine Merchants
Byrdie Thompson
Tomato Man’s Daughter
Tom’s Outdoor Living
Trust Company of Oklahoma
TTCU Cares Foundation
Tulsa Federal Credit Union
Tulsa Foundation
Tulsa Herb Society
Nancy Van Doren
Julie & Dustin Weatherly
Blythe & James Winston
Jennie Wolek
Neely & William Wynn
Tracy & Stephen Yoder

Harvest Donors $500 - $999
Artisan Fine Wine & Spirits
Amy Richter Bankhead
Lauren Bingham
Cherry Bost
Douglas Brown
Megan & Andy Brown
Nina Butchko

Jessica & Josh Button
Linda & Steve Caldwell
Janice & Bill Chevaillier
Community Food Bank of  
	 Eastern Oklahoma
Elizabeth Condon
Jill Croka
Leslie & Dave Croteau
Lisa & Mark Dalton
Jane Eakin
Shirley Elliott
Helen Gross
Melissa Harding
Christina Kelly
Annabelle King
Mary McNamara
Midtown Dermatology
Kendall & Derek Mordhorst
Tamara Noel
Heather Elizabeth Oakley Rippy
Daisi Owens
Cynthia & Jon Paul Pope
Kate & Jeff Roderick
Julie & Mitchell Rotman
Melissa & Chris Siemens
Southern Glazer’s Wine &  
	 Spirits of Oklahoma
Pam Stagner
Tulsa Botanic Garden
Christen Trussell
Karen L Young

Root Donors $100 - $499
Taylor Adler
Asemio
Rhonda Bailey
Bailey Barnes
Susan Benien
Bailey Bird
Tiffany Bjorlie
Michelle Bolden
Anna Brooks
Alecia Brown
Susan Bynum
Meghan P Cannon
Jennifer & Nathan Carlson
Julie Ceci
Dream Chahoud
Patti & Brian Chalkin
Adrienne Choksi
Audrey Cloud
Lauren Craft
Julia & Shawn Crawford
Carol Curry
Rachel & Seth Dazey
Kristin Dixon
Candice Doctor
Sarah Dougherty
Teri & Eric Dreyer
Amanda & Robert Duenner
Monty Duncan
Martha Ellsworth
Heidi Ewing
Stephanie Fell
Kathy Fiacable
Amanda & Mike Flaherty
Raegan Flores
Foolish Things
Beverly Fowler
Donna Freeman
Jessica & Ben Fu
Janie Funk
Gessie Goen
Betsy & John Gorrell
Margo Griffin
Sharon Griffin

Eileen Guidry
Dawn & Ray Hall
Grant Hall
Mariam Hanna
Laura & Brad Hardy
Leah & Mike Harper
Cindi & Jeff Hemm
Mandy Horn
Mary Hydrick
Shannon Inhofe
Lindee & Dustin Johnson
Kelsey Kane
Howard Kravitz
Ayschia & Jeff Kuykendall
Charles Les Lapidus
Kimberly Lazenby
LOT5 Design
Blake Loveless
Penny Macias
Suzanne Maniss
Greg Martin
Jill & Philip Maud
Charles Mello
Elizabeth Mello
Natalie Mello
Meredith Miers
Anne Millspaugh
Milo’s Tea Company
Carson Misner
Kim Mulligan
Franky Neal
Judy Nelson
Katie & Jim Nelson
Amber & Andy Niemann
Lori & Brian Ormsby
Party Pro Rents
Alex Paschal
Andrea Pemberton
Elise Perkins
Philbrook Museum of Art
Meredith Poling
Blaire Porter
Leslie Pritchard
Gini & Gabe Renfrow
Catherine & Jonathan Renner
Harmony Revard
Monica Barczak & Scott Rose
Julie & Eric Schick
Deborah Schramm
Amy and Jon Scoggins
Jeromee Scot
Katy Seefeldt
Katie Silva
Hannah Sipes
Lenice Stanford
Whittney Stauffer
Sarah Stewart
Linda Sullivan
Janet L Thomas
Johnna and Mark Thurston
Pamela J Toon
Tulsa Guys for Good
Tulsa Perennial Club
Kerry & Jeff Turner
Allison Ulhren
Paige Van Norman
Zach Walker
Tiffany Wardlow
Charlene Watts
Bradley White
Shannon White
Wilson White Law
Angela Wilson
Jane P Wiseman

FY2025 DONORS
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Global Gardens exists because of the generosity 
of the Tulsa community. We are so grateful to our 
donors for their belief in our mission and their 
investment in our work.

Seed Donors $1 - $99
Grant Bumgarner
Kelly Butler
Brady Carlson
Brooke Champagne
Rosie & Tom Donahue Jr.
Ros Elder
Manuel Garrido
Sally & Rick Gibbon
Carla Gilbert
Rachel Gold
Krista Hamra
Russell Scott Huff
Taylor Jarrell
Amber Kimball
Gina & Patrick Kingsley
Autumn Grace Kramer
Jesse Lipson
Kara Joy McKee
Cindy Mills
Paige Morris
Sandra Needham
Roberta O’Brien
Mary O’Brien
Morgan Phillips
Jami & Bill Shine
Lesley Shollmier
Katie Smith
Mary Smith
Colleen Thurston
Rebecca Wright
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Connect with us!
global-gardens.org

PO Box 52034, Tulsa, OK 74152

(918) 878-0556

fb.com/GlobalGardensTulsa

linkedin.com/company/globalgardens

 global_gardens


